I

‘._ASS’:“’::‘T:‘:‘ 5 sgcnwi/m ST TTY TNFORMATTON

<

COUNTRY USSR
GUBJECT  Promotion Policy in the Soviet Army NO OF PAGES 2
NO. OF ENCLS.
ifL,‘t(\JC‘EJElRED (UISTED BELOW)
ATE SUPPLEMENT TO
ECQUIRED REPCRT NO.
DATE CF T

" _REPORT NO

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
INFORMATION REPORT

‘fHIS 'S UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

n

4

Ducing the years of World War II, the process of promotion in the officers’
corps wes rather simpls, The People's Commiasar of Defenss of ths USHR--

at that time, Stalin--established the fellowing system of promoticps. Every
officer who spent at least eight continuous months in an sdvanced line wss
entitled to promotion to the next grede. For instence, a senjor lisutenant
who fougbt directly in sn edvasiced line for eight months without intervel
w63 to receive the rank of csptain, Naturslly, Moscow did not notify the
senior lieutens 't that ke had been made captein upiess the division command
applied to the People's Commissar of Dafense for his promction. However,
every request of this kind wes immedistely granted. An officer entitled to
promotica had to have some :lose tics with the officer in charge of replace-
zents in tue division, who prepared lists of officers for the signature of
the commender ecd of the commissar of the division. wher. he bad such con-
necticns, he was sure of his promotion. HEsving been prormited v & uigher
rank, an officer, even without being promoted to a higher post, wnich de-~
rended 8150 on the ccmmand of the regiment cnd division, received an increase
in pay, because every officer is peid both for service and rank; the higher
the rank, the higher the vay.

—

Begirning with the end of World War IT, the system was completely changed.
Regulstions yrovide that a senior lieutedant now must serve four yrato in
order to be promoted tc captain. A captain must also sexve four years to
tecome a major, while e major needs only three years of service in that
remk to be promoted to the renk of lieatenant colonel. After three years
of service as lieutepant colcnel, be is eligible to become & full colonel.
411 this, however; deoes not entitle an officer to promotion unless the com-
msnder of ‘he division states in his report that such and such captain is
irreproacketle, that he knows hie Job well, thet he is capable and a good
scldier, that he knows military science, that he is sober, and that he
poss2sses other good qualities.
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Another charactes report, more important and decisive than the first one,
mist be submitted by the political section of the division stating that

the captein in question is a member of the Party (Perty members have pref-
erence), is well disciplined, is good at socisl ectivities, tekes sa active
part in political studies and meetings, eanjoys presvige SmOLE Party messers,
is completing successfully the short course in the uistory of the VKP/b,

is studyinsthemksofuninandstulm, has not been subject to Psrty
reprimand, snd is devoted to the cause cf Lenin aqd Stalin. If s csptain
hes this kind of report, he does not need any militsry education or sy
other special edncation. Such a character report is the best possible

recommendaticn and sure means of getting e promotion from the offices of
has not sexrved

the People's Cowaissariat of Defenne USSR, even if the

As regarde the length of assigrment of officers to occupation srmies,
officers who vere sent ac replacements from the USSR were promised o be
kept there for two yesrs, dut their lcogth of stay doperded upon their
conduct. If an officer served bis upit cousciemtiously, the latter degended
upon him and kept kim beyond his term indefinitely; if he 4id not do well,
he vat removed before hia tern expired. I am wot fapilisr with conditions
in the Far East. This information is as of 1948,
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